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IMMEDIATELY

UM'S NEW WAYS OVERTAKE
THE OLD WORLD OF
CLARENCE R. PRESCOTT
By Dorothy Walling
UM Information Services
MISSOULA-While a contemporary campus of the University of Montana grows up around him, Clarence
resides in
Robert Prescott, known to many as "Bob," /
an oasis of the past.
Driving up the well-traveled Francis Avenue behind Aber Hall, the 11-level coed
dormitory built in 1967, one may be impressed by a narrow grove of thick and elderly trees
around which the street zigzags.
Compared with a streamlined UM campus, the thicket of elms, locusts, maples, mountain
ash, spruce and horse chestnuts hides the large weathered home of Prescott, a 76-year-old
retired road builder for the Missoula County Road Department.
Prescott was born near his home in a shed where the UM Physical Plant Warehouse now
stands in 1893, the same year the University was chartered and less than four years after
Montana achieved statehood.
Prescott remembers when, as a child, he hunted birds on Mount Sentinel and could look
out over Missoula which "had few houses and no University buildings" and over his property,
which encompassed a huge apple orchard.

A small building in Prescott's back yard is where

the apples were stored.
"I remember when the basement of Main Hall was dug," said the personable Prescott.
When Main Hall was completed in 1899, it was the home of the entire University.

Now more

than 40 buildings dot the campus.
The two-story, 11-room Prescott mansion, built about five years after Prescott was born,
contains furnishings in the style popular at the turn of the century.
the downstairs floor for his living needs.
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Prescott's father, the late Clarence R. Prescott Sr., homesteaded the property when
the elder Prescott came to Missoula at the age of 12 in 1878 from a little town in Michigan.
The elder Prescott served as

police^ chief ,

city marshall, one-time assessor, sheriff,

legislative member, and county commissioner during his 45 years in Missoula.
In an interview by the Missoulian for an article dated Jan. 23, 1923, Clarence R.
Prescott Sr. related his exneriences in "the times when a man was a man and a sheriff's job
was a job and a half."
He remembered when Missoula, "a wild settlement of about 300," boasted of but five
stores and one little schoolhouse.

At that time Missoula was flocked with "hoboes, card

sharks, speculators, and 'lifters' of every description, the latter commonly called thieves."
He recalled the days of "wide-onen gambling, saloons reeking with liquor, shooting-mad
cowboys, short-skirted dancing women . . . tough railroad men . . . and youths who were
trying to imitate all of them."
Today "Bob" Prescott has no interest in pursuing the hard-boiled activities of his
father.

His main ambition in the golden years of his retirement is to care, lovingly, for

more than 1,000 gladiolas and dahlias which he planted "purely for enjoyment."
"The U students never bother the flowers," said Prescott as he pointed to a humming
bird encircling a red glad.

"In fact, if any of them ask me for some of the flowers, they're

welc0me to them."
Prescott, who has lived at 1004 Francis Avenue all his life, never married.

Still a

typical bachelor, he takes his evening meals in Missoula restaurants and employs a cleaning
woman.

More recently, he has adopted "Cindv," a brown and white English pointer, and "Pal,"

a white English setter.
He holds a life tenancy right to the property as result of an agreement between the
Prescott family and the University about 10 years ago.

Someday the property will be converted

to campus use.
In all this time and in spite of proximity to the University, Prescott, amazingly
enough, has "never been bothered by U students" except on rare occasions when they mistake
his driveway for a "University throughway."
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UM*S NEW WAYS OVERTAKE--3-Prescott is the eldest of the Prescott children.

He has two sisters

They include Mrs. Robert Ritner. long. Reach, Califj.; Mrs. Philin Daniels,

and a brother.
Denver, Colo.,

and E. M. Prescott of Ventura, Calif *
And what does Clarence R. Prescott think of world changes since his
when electricity, gas, paved roads and sidewalks were unknown? "There's
mind whether they're for the better," Prescott concluded.
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